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AGAINST THE 


Deſolations of FIR E, Gr. 


HE inconceivable Diſtreſs which 
bas fallen upon numberleſs Suf- 
ferers, through the late dreadful 
Conflagrations, and the moſt 
ſtartling Alarm of the Nation, at the hear- 
ing thereof, cannot be mentioned without 
many earneſt Wiſhes for the moſt effectual 
Fence and Remedy againſt the like moſt 
deplorable Deſolations. Tis a very piere- 
ing Lamentation, that the uſual overflow- 
ing of Concern and Pity in relation there- 
to, is often viewed with Contempt or 
Diſregard; as if the moſt caſual and un- 
ſought Calamities were Mens Crimes. And 
it can be no ſmall Article of Trouble, 
that notwithſtanding the moſt honourable 
F 


ſhould be foutid a 
uncom 
| Refuſal of Kindneſs with this Pretence, 


moſt eaſily come at an How ane of their 


with the old 51 ethods 8 


through want 0 


Views interpret 1 an Offence to come be- 
hbiad "their thers, in truſting Provi- 
dende with theit e a forward 


A 


888 
3. encouraging 3 in the chiefeſt 
Places of our Nation, of the fulleſt Gene- 
rolity, for the Relief of thoſe who have 
moſt - miſerably ſuffered by Fire, there 
of the unnatural and 


Rind; ſuch as cloak their 


that where Men in the preſent Age can 


Habitations 4nd Effects, amongſt the moſt 
deplorable Calamities 'of — they can 
— blame themſelves, if they feel the 
Lach of the ſevereſt. Aſault thereof ie 
out; the Poſſibility of a Reſtoration 

confidering how nes great Part of 


Mankind is, at leaſt for a og without 
fome cotrviniding Diſlwaſive o fit down 
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Who do not preſently move out of the 
common Road, to lay hold of any new, 
however reafonble and uſeftl, Propoſals 
for their Secttity. There be many, who 
Fore-thok ght, or through 
e of Preve enting eld to their 
Hon. unneceffary Expence, have 
De ce flow in liſtening to the Pro- 
pofals ef Inſurance ; or through partial 


eceptance of the ane Inſurance : 


Where yet it may de wanted very inhu- 
At! J. man 
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man o reſent or overlook the 3 
mitte of Fire, Which ſuch may be viſited _- 
with, amidſt their previous Delays wad 2 
Diſputes; in embracing the Opportunity of | 
fach Inſurance : Since whatſoever Motives 

may Have occaſioned the Neglect of In- 
faring, were we to have been in their Place, 

we ſhould have been all of us to a Man. 
moſt earneſtly deſirous of the kindeſt Con- 
fideration ; and ſhould have thought thoſe 
unworthy of a Remembrance, if it ſhould 

come to their own Turn, to be vifited with - 

ſuch deſtructive Flames, Who would not 

with the moſt willing Mind; according to - 

their Ability, be perſwaded to remember 

others. And nothing would cut more 

deep, than when ons, not being before 

10 throughly apprized of the Neceſlity and 
Benefit of an Infurance, as to have im- 
proved the Opportunity thereof, through 
the moſt  ſurprizing Deſolations of Fire, 
have loſt their All ; having no Houſe nor 
Harbour left; not a Bed to lie on; no fuit- 
able Raiment or Refreſhment ; being ſtript 
at once of the ſeveral Neceſlaries and 
Conveniencies which they and theirs have 
been many Years in gathering ; when their 
e- WW bitter Outcries and Mournings, their un- 
ceafing Floods of Tears, their wringings 
rd of Hands, their diſmayd and drooping 
e : Hearts, their moſt pinching Loſſes and 
u- Wants, were enough to melt the hardeſt 


an | Heart ; 
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95 mities have been enough to awaken every 


dilatory Omiſſion thereof, and ſhould their 
_ - uninſured Subſtance be in the mean time 
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neſs and natural Affection, as to be unfree 
in the Communication of 2 a ſuitable Relief. 
Bur ſince the late unutterable Cala- 


Perſon throu 70 the Nation, (that has 
any thing of the leaſt conſiderable Value 
Worth preſerving, and cannot bear the 
Loſs thereof) to haſten an Inſurance with- 
out further Hefitation : Should there be a 


"deſtroy d h raging Fire; the pitileſs and 
_ prejudiced Part of Mankind. 5 were 

before unforward to ſhew "Compaſſion to 
the moſt diſtreſſed Objects, for their not 
having prevented their Miſery by being 
inſured, will not only be ready to think 
they may themſelves have greater colour 
of Excuſe for their withholding their 
Bounty; but will be apt to influence not 
a few, who would as earneſtly wiſh the 
Diſtreſſed, after fuch numerous and fatal 
Alarms of Fire, had been more wiſe and 
thoughtful for their Security. 
N oNE indeed that obſerve, how very 
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honourably the worthy Gentlemen of the 
Infurance-Offices have perform'd their Ar- 
ticles to their inſured Sufferers ; and how 
deſtitute and unreſtored many other Suf- 
ferers continue, after all the common 
Supplies of Charity; none ſuch may be 
thought 
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thought to lack a Spur to cloſe with the 
Us of Inſurance, upon which they 
may depend for a juſt and ready Reſtora- 
tion of their greateſt Loſs: When other- 

wiſe; with all the long and tedious Ap- 
plications in hunting after and entreating 
the Benevolence of the Nation, tis well 
known, how much ſoever preſent Suc- 
cour may be receivable from others very 
kind Compaſſion, how unproportionable to 
Mens Loſſes are the common Returns. — 
—— Y:zr if ſome may flatter themſelves 
that they may never need any Help either. 
way, hoping they may eſcape all Miſchief, as 
they and their Anceſtors have done before; 
and therefore will ſtill give no Ear to 
this Method of Security; they are in- 
treated to conſider, that their paſt Succeſs 
does not ſet them out of the Reach of 
ture Danger: and if a fatal Stroke 
ſhould come, what ſmall Satisfaction will 
their Hopes be towards a Recompence £ 
and is it not much more defirable to have 
our Poſſeſſions ſet upon as ſafe a Foun- 
dation, as human Affairs can admit, by 
the Help of a very inconſiderable Expence, 
than to run the leaſt Hazard of the moſt 
tenſive Miſchief ; when few are ſure 
one Day or Night, amidſt innumerable 
Caſualties from unforeſeen Springs, whe- 
ther the moſt ſupporting and flouriſhing 
Subſtance, may not be immediately over- 
1 thr own, 


_ Callings and Diverſions ; great Numbers i in 
Families; many diſperied and out of th 
Sight of the maſt prudent and careful gor 
many Habitatians near: where the Heed 
leſs Pu Irregular, 
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others, have occa ruinous Falls upon 
their Pire or Light; or diſabled from ex- 


flight r er of an — 
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ene at but ena re.. 
— ho ſudden and unexpected 
Flames have aroſe, where have been vaxions 


„ö! without any 
evil Deſign, have or forgot their 
Candles or Fire; dropt or ſeattered the 
Sparks or Brands: or where, without. the 
leaſt Warning, the Convulſive, Paralitick, 
or Apoplectick Diſtempers, even amongſt 
Cautious and tore as well as 


tinguiſhing them to prevent Danger: and 
where; amidſt many hazardous and undiſ- 
cerned 5 wo Poſſeſſions, the ſmal- 
loſt Beginnings of Fire, haye far and wide 
been moſt deplorably extended: who, un- 
der ſuch Views, can be inſenſible of: the 


Safety. — — 
. Fither thre be: thoſe who will, not- 
withſtanding, continue Strangers to the pro- 
poſed Means of Security; Me lefyto other 
whether it may not be a common 
and Charity, both to them 
and . Nation in general, to endeavour 
in the moſt friendly manner to perſwade 
e as may be in the leaſt dan- 
ger 
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ger of being caſt into the molt deplorable 
Wants by the Loſſes of Fire; moſt efec-: 
way to think of fnch Security y for every 
| able Poſſeſſion. As — the 
he moſt deſtructive Fires, needi not be under 
n thouſand Perplexities to know where 
to repair for the fulleſt Satisfaction; ſo 
y none would have occaſion to complain-of 
being ſo much gall'd with the continual 
Fatigue of Rong and Requeſts in their 
beh all ß — “ nn” 
I QuzsTION: not. but ſome, at the firſt 
View, would think it very hazardous to 
defire ſuch a general Inſurance; ſince * ö 
ple of bad Principles would . 
over · rating their Subſtance, & u 
on the Gentlemen a the Infurance. Off. 
ces ; and be leſs careful in preventing the 
Calamities of Fire, in hopes of a more 
ample Advantage: Nou the Univerſality 
of Inſurances would make no other Diffi- 
eulty, than may be at preſent ſuppoſed : 
ſince if there be fuch as would dare to act 
a vile Part, they can buy what Policies 
they will out of the ſaid Offices, 
without the leaſt Importunity or Obliga- 
tion. But thoſe that know the very cri- 
tical Care of the Gentlemen belonging to 
the ſaid Offices, in the Examination rk the 
Lofles, ' Circumſtances, and Characters of 
the Sufferers, may be "aſſured, there is ho 


ee Confideration allow d than accord- 
B ing 


[ 10.) 
ing to credible Evidences. And to become 
the moſt impious and ſhameleſs Monſters 
upon Earth, for no Profit q to be plunged 
into the blackeſt Guilt of Perjury and Fe- 
lony, of willingly: deſtroying - their own 
and others Poſſeſſions, beſides that of Mur- 
der, in the Hazard of many precious 
Lives in the midſt of ſeveral raging Fires; 
to entail the moſt flagrant Blaſts upon 
their own Perſons and Families, their 
Name and Memory, their preſent and fu- 
ture State; to run the moſt certain and 
ſhocking Dangers, for the moſt uncertain 
aud deteſtable Motives, without the leaſt 
Balance, or ſhadow of a Return; who can 
think there can be any in human Shape, 
that are not diveſted of common Probity 
and Honour, of Reaſon and Conſeience, 
yea; of all Forethought and Forecaſt, can 

de lo poſſeſſed and ſtupify d, as to be ae- 
ceſſory in the leaſt thereto. o. 
Ir may be: farther moſt humbly exa- 
min d, whether, in order to prevent many 
fatal Strokes of Fire, there may not be 
ſome Regulations for the Shelter of divers 
Habitations therefrom. "Tis well known, 
how common a Cauſe both of the Begin- 
ning and ſpreading of Fire, is the moſt 
combuſtible Covering which is laid on 
Country Buildings; as in Villages, ſo in 

Market Towns: where, by the Sparks and 
Plakes from Chimneys, or from any Flame 

__ | which 


[mm] 
which has got the leaſt Head, the Thateh 
is often as ſoon laid hold on as ſo much 
dry Tinder: and the Fire that has paſs d 
over many Ranges of tiled Buildings, with- 
out doing them the leaſt Injury, has often 
at a diſtance fell upon thatch'd Houſes ; 
and occaſion d ſuch deſtructive Flames, as 
have made thouſands of aking Hearts to 
wiſh, when too late, had been no 
ſuch inflammable Subſtance in the way. — 
Ir may be thought ſomething unaccount- 
able, that the paſt Ages ſhould have ſo 
long endured ſo dangerous a Proſpect eve- 
ry Day before their Eyes: eſpecially when 
it has been obſerved by divers Computa- 
tions, that in ſuch Parts of the Kingdom 
where Tiles may be agreeably d, 
there is very inconſiderable Difference in 
the Expences as to thatch'd and tiled Co- 
verings; conſidering the ſound and laſt- 
ing, not to ſay ornamental, Nature of the 
latter, and-the Neceſſity of more frequent 
Repairs of the former. The Number of 
thatch'd Roofs is indeed ſo very large, 
that it may be deem d impracticable pre- 
ſently to alter the univerſal Property there 
of : Generally ſuch Roofs are ſo very weak; 
if not ruinous, as not to bear the Load of 
Tiles; and to make all-new-whilſt theſe 
may ſtand, would exceed the Circumſtan- 
ces of thouſands. In ſmall Villages, where 
the Dwelling-houſes are remote from each 
| B 2 other, 


ly where not forward in — Wee 


there be new Houſes erected, of any kind 


——Wzx: the Proprietors of ſuch Habita · 
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dther, and the ſeveral Out-houſes dei not 
lie near thereto, it may be an unneceſſary > 
Trouble to attempt an Alteration: | Andihz 
tho the Coverings not only of Dwelling - 
houſes, but of other Buildings thereuntoW1 
belonging, in every pꝓublick Place, may be 
earneſtly wiſhed to be of the Tile kind ; be 
yet. where People have already. thatch'd ſn 
Coverings; it cannot be expected, eſpecial- | 
„that 
they ſhould undo their own- Work, and 
be put out of their way, in not enjoying p 
their paſt Charge and Care. But where 


whatſoever;:or| where the Roofs a muſt 
be entirely new made, in every Place where 
are Ranges, or Numbers of Buildings con- 
tiguous to, or at very little diſtance from 
each other, how eaſily may new thatch d 
Work be prevented that by the Time the 
old Houſes or. Roofs be irreparably decay d, 
there may not be in ſuch Places ſuch a 
dangerous Nuſance any more to be ſeen. — 


tions happily prevailed with-to-make ſuch 
Alterations ; it may be preſumed, that the 
Views of promoting thereby a more ſafe 
Protection om: Fire, may induce them 
ſill to extend their Care, to the beſt of 
their Power, to other Parts of their Build- 
ings ; by permitting, in the outſide of their 
1 Work, as * "_ as may hy 
. -_ - whic 
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which is not much leſs receptive. of vio+ 
ent Flames, than the aforeſaid Nuſance;; 
y preventing what they can, rodded and 
in Walls; and following the Model of 
niſhing the Eaves of Houſes with Brick 
r Stone, inſtead of wooden Corniſhes, or 
hanging over of the Rafters; and by watch- 
ng againſt the old Errors of letting the 
eaſt Wood ly near their Hearths, or any 
chat Part of the Chimneys or other Places where 

here is the Uſe and dangerous Approach 

ane. — ĩ᷑ĩä— 
— Ver leſt it ſhould be ſuggeſted, that 
vith all the aforeſaid Caution they may be 
15: little: ſecure. as before; becauſe divers 
Fires have been found to make ngy little 
avock, in Places where are the ſdundeſt 
Buildings : Tis granted, where Flames are 
ace broke out, they are not always pre- 
ently extinguiſhable : but who can deny, 
hat where there is the moſt combuſtible 
Subſtance in the way, there are an hun- 
red more Hazards of Fire, and as many 
ore Difficulties in putting a Stop thereto: 
und does it follow, becauſe tis out of our 
Power to prevent every degree of Danger, 
hat therefore there ſnould be no endea- 
our to prevent all we can. If we cannot 
onſummate our Safety, amidſt the Multi- 
ude of Incidents eſſential to this Life, is 
t not reaſonable we ſhould avoid, as much 


Ins in us lie, the occaſion of Tribulation ? 
1 Inevi- 


J 
Inevitable Troubles, after the beſt Cave! 
will fall faſt enough, that none need to 
make the greateſt Multiplication and En- 
largement thereof by any unneceſſury Neg: 
lect. PSS — 
= Ox if there be thoſe who with Stoical 
Unconcern will deſpiſe all the common 
Huzards of Fire; and whilſt at a diſtance 
therefrom, us much run down the moſt: 
—_ Expedients that may be offer di 
their Defence: ſueh as can vouchſafe 
to be very free in jeſting, that if they 
ſhould be viſited therewith, the Loſs is 
their o.]; and can interpret it an Imper- 
tinence to ſpend any Sentiments with re- 
gard ereto: May they be prevailed with 
to think — — under 
the Diſaſters thereof they would not be of 
another Mind: but if they are diſpoſed to 
ſtand in the way of their own Preſervation, 
can it be an Offence to the kindeſt 
Wiſhes? And as much as they would 
skreen themſelves behind their own Loſ- 
ſes, how ſeldom do their Loſſes | ſtand 
alone (4)? How little Partiality the merci- 
leſs and undiſtinguiſhing Flames can ſhew, 
in ſtopping at one Houſe more than at an- 
other ? Je 4-1 bm were to be the _ Suf- 
| | kerers, 


. 


5 a) Nam; tua Res a irur, Pie Tum * Ader: 
Et neglect a dent Incendia ſumere Vires, Hor. 


Feliz quem faciunt aliena Pericula cautum. 


L125) 
erers, yet common Reſpect would incline 
o be heartily deſirous of the moſt / effec- 
nal Meaſures for their Preſervation. But 
then others may be involved in the ut- 
noſt Danger as well as themſelves thro 
bejr Neglect, who can ſay tis not deſira- 
lle for all to do their utmoſt in guarding 
r che c — 1 — Flame? When there 
ruption thereof, then all 
Bande — work, in the utmoſt Coufu- 
ion, but to little Purpoſe : | \ Who; would 
ot be more forward in wiſely endeavour- 
ng, thro the Divine Favour, to- keep eff 
.be fatal Stroke 2 where there may bers 
houſand times a more hopeful Proſpecd in 
preventing, than afterwards in extin- 
zuiſhing the Fury thereof. As mournfully 
redeemable as - aa poſſeſſions would = 
hich-;the:-Fire has once laid hold on-; 
ow might they before, under a ſuperior 
nfluence-in bleſſing the Means, have been 
ately uated, as far as is conſiſtent 
ith. their changeable and decaying: Na- 
Ware, for many uſeful and reviving Servi- 
-es: A Bleſſing not unworthy ſome han. 
ul pains to attain and ſecure. 
Wenz the aforeſaid Meaſures of * 
urity, in inſuring and ſheltering the com- 
non Effects of this Life, diſreliſned as a 
Temptation to lay too great a Streſs upon 
hem; or to induce: ſome unhappy Timi- 
dity and Diſtruſt, in not leaving to the 


Al- 
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Almighty the Giory/of:our Defence: Ti. 
well known; there may: be the utmoſt Fai 
jure therein, whether with or without! the 
Uſe of ſuch Means. Men may be guilt 
of: relying! as much 'on”themſelves, wher 
the feweſt Means of Protection ure Allow. 
ed, as well as where there are more: an 
if where there be the more probable Meant 
to ſecure, there ſhould he a vain Thought 
that there is the leſs to do in conſiding i 

the Almighty; xis a certain Sign ſuch are 
intenlible of ad "deſpicable Infufficiency of 
the greateſt Means, if unbleſs'd from the 
Divine ins Hands Such as do not conſider 
thäx if they had all the Power and Policy 
the Will and Wealth of Man, to" inflire 
and defend them, if unguarded from Above 
how many chouſund — Blaſts migh 
oventlerte every Proſpet, As powerful ar 
Aſftance as Egypt might e thought” fol 
Tae), all was but a (65) broken-Reed, iſ 
meer ſhadow of Defence, where the chief 
ef Suceour was deny d. Should Meri drea 
of taking the Security out of God's Hands 
what will the moſt plauſible Schemes, th 
moſt watchful Care, ſeparated from the 
Divine Favour," avail e Yet becauſe there 
ig nothing on Earth which is of the leaf 
Account if blown upon by the Suprem 
Being; Men ſeldom imagine that thei 
agi: is 10 to fir fil, M "Warns for the 
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Wis bappy —_ the Divine"Interþdfiticn 
bai in their:Bebalf; as to be 'thouphr}ef? 6f 
hel the cominoni Uſe of: natural Means; 48 if 
tber niay be ſupporte® aud Jefkuded d 
or continual Succeſſion of ſupern e 

ry atidns, dand nothing but 4 tr wh 78. 
* of Miracles mull be at their Service? 

an would be 4s unwarnntably to pre 


22 Divine Werk; Gut ef the Ch 
Order of Niarure as was the Suck 
ical Suggeſtion" for dur Stiur8 caffif 
himſelf down from the Pinnacle r "the 
Temple, in Dependanee upon God's YI 
bis 4uge(s wane: of OR et (c) 3 

thod of procbeding, as -without 3 
uncommon Miracle muſt Ha ve been 
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3 dae comply Rn? as x 
dained to comply with his Adve 
in encourag 2 5 of ſuch an 40 5 
a mpt; 10 DM Man in his Senſes, can 
ink thete can be the leaſt Gound ori 
ily to hope fer Defence agaifſt 
Courſe of Nature. None can think the 
may be bleſſed with a Continuznce of Li 
ar Health | without Food or Raimen ;, Of 
imagine thenifelyes ſafe without beks 
or Bolts: As when Sickneſs gets the ups 
r Hand of their Conſtitution, they wool 
_ 2 to aecept of the belt Preferiprion 
hint may be attained for their Ne 
o the more Danger there is of their 5 
en, we r more firm and faft do they 
; C gene- 
® Mat. IV. 5, 6 


: 


2 


Ca 
generally, make, their Fences; and yet 
Would — unwilling to fall under the Im- 
758 5 of /overlooking theirochiet Pro. 
1 If then one Species of, humane 


eaſures for our Welfare, confiſtent with 
6 Divine Regulations, ,may.be:allowed, 
hy not angther , Men do not put By an 
ation of Creature Means, as if an 
nfinite: Deity-,,muſt/.dq; nothing leſs than 

Wall Avenyes..of..Dangery. by his own 
ech Heng is: if he he muſt marvel- 
| oul! y.chain .upy or;;bagith every, Diſcaſe:; 
Sri in eee Temper; and 

; 


con Vt Caſualty, as dha Walls of 
Zericho, co fal before his People 3-and 48 
I. Ma a be ein elſe to do but 
look daS TT; Gum, ret 
— aff ny may be. bes ait, Where Caſualties 
ure ovidential,: * A8 in Caſe of 
2 it 5 be a greater irtue ſtill: to 
gn. the Iſſue te the Supreme Being, who 
f Ends allots the Chaſtifement. of 
Ad not know ãt would 
be 1281 5 iſobliging to, contend with un- 
f Wiſdom; but not therefore, from 
ſe. Notion of Reſignation, to wave 
{allow every human rational Method 
19 Prevention or Removal of the Di- 
Vine Rod: If this 9 had any Force 
in it, it may as well be . rt the 
Refuſal of all Creature-Aſiſtance: | 
1615 attempt to extinguiſh any Fire ? 
'by is there ſuch a —_ for Buckets 
and 


[49.7 a 
nd E „ , 
if it wee bet an offenftve Impatiens ; 
ſrriye to ſtopi the moſt” threitning Hel 
lation 2 But if -non& Taff think this to 
an Affront even to th moſt incenſed Pr 
vidence; to exert themſelves in doing What 
Service they can againſt che ſpreadiiig of 
ſuch: Delete; why ſhouldit be an Af. 
Fong: to watch againſt the firſt Beginning 
thereof ? The Offence: would be in quare 
relling with the Atthiphty > amidſt his 
Chaſtiſcements; and miſapplying their End 
hen ſant ; not in Taking Pains to pre- 
vent the ſeveral. Cauſes and Springs which 
lead tbereto. If Affliction is of the mot 
certain Uſd to wean our 'earthly Depend- 
ance, to make us ſee how flight and 
low are all the Streams of Erdatüfeg 12551 
out A. ply from the Spring-head ;j'it 
does not follow we ate to court and crave 
Affliction for ſuch an End; when it 2 
avoidably falls, there may be many happy 
Improvements thereof; but are we waer. 
fore to run into its Mouth, or not butt. 
bly, dere and endeavour its Removal 
tho not excluſive of the utmoſt Wiſhe 
and Care that the ſame Impreſſtons ad 
Change may be enſtamped upon us, witli- 
out the Need of the moſt chaſtiſing "Trials, 
AN p ſinee it muſt: be owned, that the 
n is the principal Source '6f 
our Security, then with all our | Contri- 
Vance and Ke: er- of natural Means 
4 8 2 . ‚ , \ ö for 


Tao] 


Attainment: thereof, it Will be the 
0 Point of, Wiſdom to ſtiive for an 


e his Favour If throtigh unduri- 
turns his Wrath ſhould -be kindled 
Againſt a People, whether they:efcaps the 
en Calamities of Fire or not, he has 
Tr EY deſtruttive Inftruments at his 
2 z thatj:according'tb 
the Phraſr of the: Prophet (A) if chey e 
2 he can make a Bear to me 
* if 


nd opening Mens crimſon and 
CIA 
everal Pk 


erlooking and abuſing 
99 ial Diſpenſations both 
a national and perſanal. Kind, both re- 
lating to this Lifeatic/ancither : Who may 
ot. wonder, that inſtead of the late De- 
tions 54 and divers other © pak 
ang. moſt, ſhocking: [[the:: moſt . 
Jamie Fury had not many Ages behind i 
Unive ally. waſted the noblelt ies? 
Apd the. where are found the moſt dif- 
| 172 5 Chaſtifements, tis: not for any 
ge preſently to ſay; they were ſent in 
e greateſt Wrath; "nx God has often 
is Bo gracious Deſigns therein; to warn 
his, People from Offence, aud to prevent 
ine direful Judgments ; yet if ſuch if 
Arning, as well as other Obligations, 
ontipue miſimproved, What lelſe can be, 
It and laſt, expecttd, but the ſevereſt 
ee according to our Saviour 
9, 70 pink Ja, that the Saale whoſe 
2RA N. 4 9 _ 
2 (a) av. 19] @) Lake XL I, 2 


— .. A 9m ti © 


but ec pen, ye Bait all I1Rs- 
0 per iſb. e chere bee that aff de- 
vous of having their earthly Poſſeſſions 
— — above, and think how many 
Zou ges de fame time of other ap- 
oaching, wo eel they continue unte- 
a Tas would hot eſteem it necellary to 
tue the Ditection of the Prophet, in 
arg (with the utmoſt Expreſſion, of 
Duty to meet their Cd; before” the oy 
gathering bf his Refentinent, however v 
difteried, _ de near at hand, ripe 507 
Execution: And Who would not, accord- 
ing to our Saviotit (g), Ares with ſuch 
/ Ceres gt bones whilſt they are in the 
Way wit , "Whilſt a Reconciliation is 
etidered and attainable, before a Stroke 
Joes come. Time may be, that his An- 
„ how long ſoever unexecuted, may be 
mappeafable. If Sentence ſhould once he 
daft, as the Mriting upon the Wall (), in 
ain, in vain, and too late may a Reprieve 
be ſought : where amidſt any fatal Viſita- 
ions, which may it pleaſe the Almighty 
ver to prevent, there may be neither Ca- 
pacity, hiſpofition, nor Eaton to move 
tor Fa vou... — 
On if becauſe, according to the Wiſe 
Man's 


Y 12. Mat, V. 25. 
| Dan. V, | (gs) 


7 


and: them, a 


| ogg without calling, that therefore they 
17 
thereof before it falls; may they not diſ 


1755 A ang at 1 8 
Hoy may. even. 1 80 u m. 5 
eater e 0 15 ſuch a8, mai 
55 Brethren 
19 9 pee 
Ne their Perp 
efs than the moſt. 85 
5 Ice. B. NID tbeſe Ry to 
* All 700 Kpenge of Bleſſings 
9 95 the oh as much as he. 18 com 
cerned in giving, 4 entirely unconcerned 
Degtee of :lemency and Proſperity is al- 
Jawed us to abuſe at our, Will, as if unac- 
liable to the leaſt Diſpleaſure. —— 
220k "if theſe. will have. it, that — 


nd if they ſeem to hang 
83 S 
5 Bout) fy 3. ex 
bur Man's eee neck 
in requiring any Returns; or that every 
countable to the Supreme. Being, and un. un- 
cauſe Trouble is feady to 3 faſt e- 


ought not to anticipate the leaſt Degree 
cern a wide Difference between impru- 
dently making or haſtening Trouble, and 

wiſely 


(i) Foote J MII. u. | (K) Gen. XIII. 21 


O23 ] 
wiſely condedviiring to prevend'iit ; be- 
en fuming their Spitits' with'ineedlefs 
needed Pete, ef Trduble; and 
atching againſtothe coj,tn Occafion 
hereof,” Ot ſhould they imag 17 inte 
loudiris Religion — an 1 and 
. > Aſpest, unc that inſte ad: ef all hens 
learing Joys ait: would: be förcing it: douu 
ith: f mall Diſreliſn; to let the leaſt 
Srd>of khe dark Side, ak tothe minuteſt 
r renin 5s of Terrors, relating even tb 
is Life be ones" Heard of eſpeciutiy 
kin it ſhigdes with the omoſt bright and 
lemi ng Mereios / add batingia few Auf 
les little is ſeen but an univerfal Calm; 
10 hing dertuinſycan ſupply with more 
2 and delightful Ihoughts, than its 
ſals and Grants: But as there is an- 
— Part beſongiũg thereto, and the Oc3 
ion of che preſent Subject leads to the 
Mew therebf; when nothing is more un- 
eniable than its Lines of: Juſticez or more 
evitable''than ſome kind of Execution 
Treo, in feaſe of an unmoveable Difre- 
pec thetets': tis taking the ſafeſt way 
D weigh both: Parts of its Articles: Tis 
ot. a cautious and tender Suggeſtion of 
e leaſt Divine Diſpleaſure, that haſtens 
r augments one Tittle thereof: But as 
he Standard of the Divine Will remains 
reverſible, whether 4 ſofter or an 
darſher Interpretation be given thereto; it 
ould only tend to enſuare wie the moſt 
iz AI Ylwd (©) weak 


weak and. +; e doth 
_ but dwell upon Hope, without ſtri 
ing for A ſuitable 22 — — 
mm On were ſuch to alledge, they: dt 
not obſerve any preſent Diſtinctton in th 
Treatment of good or bad Men, ſuthejen 
to aſſure them of the Danger ot the les if 
Pravidential Marks of Venggande again g 
one more than another; do require a Ref |; 
15 ation ; eſpecially being informed fran 
evelation, that there It on- common: #; f 
em 4) to both: It may be.gcknowledgf 
od that the moſt frequent Events of thi 
Life are promi ſeuouſly daſhed with 'Trisls 
to prevent our Jeaning; tog hard thereon 
But it does not therefore follow that ther 
diſtingni hing Reſentments of Men 


that the malt indifporedle: 'Tokeps chaten | 
1 2 ; 
gainſt very great Num Q as have 

darad to deſpiſa the Divine Will, tho 
there have been others of —— like Stamp 
who have here eſcaped; when a ReſentM 
ment, tho not preſently. in the Execution 
thereof extended to all ſuab, yet is ſub 
fieiently legible where. it has fallen, a 
to denote the watchful Bel Gor -6 
far as it extended; it cannot imply, that 
there is no obſerving or reſenting i 
dence with regard 10 the reſt, becauſe at 
— unmoleſted : nn bo gs — 


100 6 (I) Eecleſ. IX. 2. 


202 56 
hat: 
9909 5 72 


1 1 


1 Te 
on, and_ho,car 715 


| WE ih 
ER 


Aae 
ment or {THe 
1 4 94 


eh 


0 


STU 1155 ir 90 75 
0 11. i 3 ; ſuch, * 


] 5 
5 11, Ant 15 16 e 18a 10 ad? 2393 


ts me 2 my 15 17. „ 1881 
eros. . oſef 5 An 1, . 5 wy uci an 

en oof 2 8 al 1. ß, 9 1 t 

1 Thy N ont 

h. acit..HiP. I. 6. Tatar "Tot L. - 

(2). 0. 4 171d, L. 2. c 6. Tac 

(of Noch Lag Belt. Vandiic: Bp. Path: Wo: 
ver. 20. ce. oi. All, + » 1. 13 We bas 

"(by 28 FN Herodot. L. 1. Penh Con. 

Part I. B 2 P. 4 U ee nn 


MCL DE XIV. 12. 77 Gir I qd. 2 3A 
a, 4 3 Ws. 


˖ 26 


reyengi ng Providence as none can poſſibly 


before e Hias out h 
our (5s), ſo is Ries by one YN is granted 
on 10 [Sides to have an univerſal Character 
of a \ ery grad and diſintereſted Hif. 
tarian; who as he was an Eye-Witneſs of 
the Deflation, ft being unattach d to the 


Principles of Chriſtianity, was not in the 
leaſt | bigſs d in Favour thereof. Who that 


71 an unprejudiced Mind reviews theſe 


divers other general and len Judg- 
. can imagine God's Diſpleaſbre to- 


wards his Enemies is kept out of Sight, 


75 undiſcoverable in this Life? eſpecially i 


they withal duly obſerve. wha Eru 
tions e bave been againſt 20 
ticular Perſons ; ſuch as have been appa- 
ronely viſible. in the Nature, Seaſon, and 
Circumſtances of Puniſhment bearing the 
indiſpptable Marks of their Offences; dif. 
covering ſuch Effects as exceed the Work 


of blind and giddy, unreſenting and undi- 
recting Chance; and loudly proclaiming i 
even the preſent Danger of perſiſting in the 
leaſt known e to the Supreme Be- 


ing; as may be ſeen in numerous Teſti- 
monies elſewhere related (r). —— 


Gen. Pre 
(r) The Thning Power with Reſpect ro the Origin 
and Government 0 44 the Univerſe, p. 33, &c. 
Madness of Di 
ment. Edit. 2. p. 59, to 51. 


-Wrofk 
my Whitby s Aunot. i in Mit. XXIV: 1 XIX. 42. 


Fection againſt the preſent Govern: | 


weaken the Belden of; 3 which as it Was | | 
by our Savi- 


"of 
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Wand then that are un willing 


t6 


bly Hncur the Divine Diſpleaſiire in this 

Was Tan be unfollicitdus in the Expreſſi 

AVI. Sift Returns for the ſeveral fi 1 Is 
ted {dences hitherto mänifeſted in 

cer alf. Where the moſt t ing Flat 
Hif. Nad Afflictions have af ir Doors, 
s of W.. the deſitoying ) 970 i, 5 did 
the Whoſe of t . 23 15 the 
the eighbogk have been Cut 5 — the 
hat yſth; Cap ſuch find in their Heart tb diff 
eſe olige their great Protector, by un un \pfate- 
idg · Ful Miffemembratice of fith Merty 3 Who 


hat ſeriouſty recolle&, how often trod 
the * mk * the 11 well & 
Ppen Attempts of the Pap ion, the 
0 hundred Years laſt pal this Natio 
as been upon the Brink of Deſtruction; 
ind what ſeaſonable and agp ell 
erances it has been bleſt with amidſt fuch 
umerous and direful Perils; who tha! 
ave not wilfully ſhot their Eyes again 
the molt melting Peres of the utmoſt Obli- 


di- Nations (7) as ever were heard of ſince hy 
ing Creation, and have the leaſt Deſire of 
the aving the joyful Benefit hereof ha appil 
Be- Feontinued ; can be too thankful to o 


great and good God for his Favours, 6r t 
watchful in u foecifying A Reſpect aig: 
When inſtead of having our moſt valuab 
Properties, both ſacred and civil, univerſally 
cruſh'd by the Romiſh Fury; inſtead of 
32 being 


142. 


gin 


ern · (5) Exod. XII. 2 ;. (:) Madneſs of Deſaffect. Edit. a. 
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ew e Where 
uperiar 10 ldtereſt ; ſo 


we nat en 0 of n calmed by the $ 
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ae rovigence in our 
ah 5 45 thought to 

nre 19 055 rants, 'accord-l 
105 LK 9 52 SD mag 7 Pro- : 
/ 10 1 8 9 Bapih, erſyaſon'; ; when 
of ſuch Mi iſery, tis our Felicity to 

due 5 the moſt ſhjnin Rays off 
e moſt Hope al Tit imes under. a Pröteftant f 
qverhment ; 5. Where the molt. iJluftriousſ] 
Wiſdom of Zur moſt Gracious Sovereign, | | 
id, of His Phat Conſort, together with 8 


15 n happy Pro ſpec, under the * Almighty, 


82” . @Ib&-|© _— 
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mph. f t oſt 1 Sir 1005 
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rrierf 1 ff NA 0 
— 0 8 


1755 by 
| 5 Boi 1 Xo 
40 ſh r a fing ; 


1 

ia 0 
2 Ae 0 5 1 e ile, 
Very 5 9 90 2 Ju Os 0 3 that 92 
iat 5 ectionat 5 the 
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ould ures P. and*at, 


OM ca 1 105 
Tet Site. of © [the ll jat 704 Jy 0 
al by ODEs ard ee exti pep 
een Prejud ier 0 a 
50 vi or no e With. what] ferent, 
here et che, ſome may "look" up A he CEE 


; 1 tion ; ; n there 10 501 raini Pe 


the ders ative; nb Arbitrary ourts-4 
our eo Mega), Dernnde 95 In ee 
t toll in 


e Pro rty.in vaded ; not a 
7572 PETTY. 


ord- one $ Perſon; „nor the leaſt N lite PE 


Pro- Pis e tonlched roc Lapy ; Who 
hen, Han think Ky 59 we oyal_ enou gh ? or 
y toj ver Tirive hb 75 litate t lick 
off Leaſüres for tg uni fal Satisf4 10on and 
tant! elfare both 9 the ohen and Kin gdom ? 


ious WAN Who would a earneſtly. Wim that all 
ign, Pur publick Ani imohties may be changed 
vith into the moſt commendable, Emulation of 
hty, Nas and Zudah, amongſt: Whom, when 

of one thought they had en Parts in the 


ting 


a- © 
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ſent have we for the Benefit and . 


85 ue Tk nj 
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lie F y . I 


daly Sete 

oul i ol we 55 the 5 kan} TY 92 

E37 melt "deſirable. Service 

wot cui and | only 5 8 8 
their Talents ad N 7 Gall 

7 bonouring the ts 1000 1 

the mol wi the iſt 'moſt uſeful, 4 Hg | 

the moſt obliging Subj jects, in moſt an 

ing the End. 'of dbeir Being, arid doing al 

the. Goel they can in their Geheration; 


Au uſand- fold. Hapj in f 
Ml xe kru i OY bow 'ki 95 dag 
e it 18 th t 


Religion and Lopall, and 
fer 6 Ife may make for * tional 
8 ſhould nintertupteat y £o toge-li 

1 otherwiſe, if we abounded in 
all the Flouriſhes , of ©; good Wilt towards 
tan, and forget our Gbligellone to Hea- 
ven n or were our Hearts to overflow with 
Pretences of Divine Prinei ples, and 
turn Enemies to the ha ppieſl Fee 
amongſt Men; How can we think 
chief Stay of the Univerſe can be © Tho 
Friend ? or what Warrant even for the pro- 


the moſt abuſed and miſprized Bleffings. 
Ok were all to have their moſt extend- 

ed Wilkes, as to an entire Exemption I 

Be (w) 2 Sam. XIX 43. 


4 * 


wal lere, a there be g 
| * reſi ns of their ſeveral 5 $ 
x Yiduld the 0 be. nothing but ſuch, com; 
Vilitations as cannot he obſerved to 
with Mens Offences, or to denote a 
997 of oy K Reſentments; yet with- 
1 he ſincereſt Regard to the Obligar 
| ox f God and Man, what in the Uni 
2 certain, than that there Wi 
ſharper Return to come, If the 
18 Scourges of this Life may be der 
pi fa or defied, who that ſeriouſly thinks 

Av can be unconcerned about à fut 
tate s ere we to be favoured with 
wet Ws and Proſperity that is attgin» 
be in this witheri ng State, and the H 
ils of of our unperiſhing Subſtance be un- 
od If there be for a few Moments 
irs all the moſt long'd for Embel- 
ente and Preſervations of the Shell, 
d the. molt precious, precious Jewel be 
aſt away ; how little can the one bal- 
Irice the Irie arable Loſs.(x) of the os 
er How defective ſoever ſome Mens 
hes and Sentiments may be with re- 
rd hereto, whilſt the Smiles of this Life 
ine upon them, and the Terrors of Eter- 
Ity ſeem to "at a Diſtance ; yet. wha 
hay not obſerve, _— lad they would be 
5 have ſome Ho ) at their taking 
heir Leave of al x; Help of this Life e 
ad, what a vaſt Difference there is be- 
tween 


6% e XXVI 16 () Numb. XXXIII. 10. 
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tween the ou 17 
hate, 0 11 1 


RE 1 0 Fi us! 
many, fllions of, Wor en 20 the 
be fre ,thongh in Lb An 5 . if 105 thei 
ervice to Ki of, or an, hope Fo, CRP | 
& ; when one of the ir Circu ARCs 
and Supp 17 5 here, Ae 5 heir modil 
Refer ie at Ton 4 fußt e ate, can, ho hole 
out agaitift 4 final Storm 5. When the 115 
eſt Day 8 80 their Fleak 1 Lg ex irs, And 
deni U t the. Gy * re. re 1 
Who fs, Hay hot remen Do =, ny he 
moſt daring Cham Piaf, or. hay 
1 9 Bas Aueh once < ey 135 150 9 
the Face ?, As ſtin gleſs a) nd unterri HO 
Esther 4 repreſents dat. a Diſtance, en 
the Scans is*chan; od” what a. Wk and ref 
1 -Confntion, What. Heart-breaking 
fpait 5 pe oſs within d who that hel 
1 70 made feſt of the Divine Mercy, ane 
0! e Wb on of a gloripus Advo 
Tie! if” "they re not finally. ſtupißed. but 
Are then int the greateſt Earneſt with theit 
Cries for Fayour!: As much as they pals 
their. Fates“ AS. if out of, their Senſes, 0 
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one thinks he's near his 1/6 Au he fs under 4 Fear-tinl 
Fe Concern about thoſe Things which before were not 


the e Subject of his' Thoughts” Plat. de | Republic. 
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they then with the Prodi 7 Yb! 
os late” often come to them 1G wh 
ebe Vale of Death, their dark rer 
ate 2 — . the ſcorching and une 5 
ſhes of W wh, are , Hae” it 
re And no Glympſe of Relief * Oh Ei- 
her Sid che Maße or the leaſt Allay of 
he molt pieroing f Bir. "As ftout "and 
yielding, as impious and blaſphemous, 
ts now Tome make no Scruple to appear, 
Ow are they then made to ſtoop an 
ble; an 05 exquiſite Agonięs 
hin Where they are going, and what 
| 1 Prep Fe they have beeti maKk- 
ha Ark Day ? How did 
be Keek Julian, after bis Violence a- 
| Chriſtianity, depart this Life, uhder 
dis s mortal Wound, with this Declaration 


#4 @& v% 


1 


thou overcome me, O Gali. 
His 00 50 What 4 moving Specimen of 
niſgiving was conjectured of Fable; who 
ter he had been for many Vears moſt 
hameleffy ſtriving to run Religion into a 
4 — of Nature, and into meer hum 
and Policy, as he could got ſatisfy 
imſelf in his latter Days without, manj- 
efting * a Point of Reg; rard to Chriſtianity, 
dy ſome ſeeming Deibribn at the Con 
nunion (d) ; 10 Sander the Reflections 5 
15 le xv. I-19 4!) 


5 
T heodorer Ecclef, 2 . c. 2 
e (Gollrdr's D. V. 1. . 5 6 0 
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his paſt, unſupporting Principle, found high, 
Fear of Death increaſe With his Year, 


(s) Rapin Deyraf Hiſt of Engl. V. 14. p. 241 
Etchard Hiſt. of Eng. Vz p. 5689. 
(4) Erchars Hi. bidde... ) 

(e) Etchard Hiſt, Vz. P-.608; Lite by R Burue. 
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f hin his declared Hopes, fuch as they were; 
earhat he wass Soing to that Place which 
| (God had [prepared for them that ove 


bim. — * 7 1 ATE > HA% 


on How can any thing indeed pb 4 
8 Thi imely and well nde Application, ac- 
uſeWording to the ſacted Terms ſtand the 
tha eſt :: and what can be obſervable! in che 


Tenets, but an univerſal Maze of 
e moſt helpleſs and hopeleſs; the moſt 
rooked and irrational, ehe moſt vain and 


iturggheptile, the moſt debaſing and ſtartling 
peniMſhoughts ; nothing but the vileſt Froth 
.Roſnd Spittle, the blackeſt Spawn of human 
cay Nature; nothing mote ineonſiſtent with 


Freſent or future Welfare: Such as were 
len to look forward, they would be 
ierced to the Heart to 180 take Place a- 


tleſſpongſſ their deareſt Friends ;'to think that 
notßhey might live at Random, as if unac- 
ding untable to the Supreme Inſpector, and 
tha naw'd wich the leaſt Apprehenſion of fu- 


ure Danger; as if, were there Dexterity 
nough to eſcape human Cogniſance, they 
night be as malicious and tumultuous ; 
s fly and deceitful ; as rook ing and op- 


veßßreſſive; as reſtleſs and inſatiable, as they 
de leaſe; as if there were no ſuperior Prin- 
* Fiples pointing beyond this Life to reſtrain 
but 
in 


hem; as if it would be nothing not uw 
o be marked here for Heathens and In 

dels, but at laſt to be denied the Hopes 
df Chriſtian Burial, caſt away at their final 
'E 2 Exit 


241- 


ret, 


t. as only, pon 4 Feel with beute 
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